WOMEN WRITING A SEFER TORAH

Compiled by Haviva Ner-David
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Therefore, write down this poem and teach it to the people of Israel; put it in their mouths, in order that this
poem may be my witness against the people of Israel. (context: right before Haazinu, when Moshe is
.(speaking to Bnei Yisrael before he dies and they enter Canaan
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Said Rabah: Even if one's ancestors left for him/her a Torah scroll, it is a mitzvah to write one oneself, as it
says: “Therefore, write down this poem..”
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A Torah scroll, tefillin, or mezuzot that a min (heretic), a masor (traitor), an idol worshipper, a slave (non-

Jewish), a woman, or a minor, a kuti, or a Jewish mumar (son of a kohen who married a woman who is
forbidden to him), are invalid, as it says: And you shall bind.. and you shall write. All that are related to

binding are also related to writing, and all that are not related to binding are not related to writing. (meaning

that all who are obligated to bind the tefillin are also obligated to write the tefillin and mezuzot and sifrei
(.Torah
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And this mitzvah is practiced in all places and all times by males--since they are obligated in studying
Torah, and thus to write one--and not females.
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And the 18" mitzvah is that we were commanded that each person should have his/her own sefer Torah.
And if s/he wrote it him/herself it is very praiseworthy and it is preferable.. and if s/he cannot write one him
or herself, one must hire someone to do it in your stead.. (No mention here that it is only an obligation upon
men, but at the end of Sefer Hamitzvot, when he lists the mitzvoth women are not obligated in, he lists #18
among them).
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A Torah scroll, tefillin, or mezuzot that an apikores writes should be burnt. If a kuti or a Jewish mumar
[or a traitor| writes one, or if it was [found] given into the hands of a non-Jewish slave or a woman
or a minor, they are invalid and should be put in genizah, as it says: And you shall bind them, and you
shall write them. All who are obligated [literally: warned] about binding and believe in it are the ones who
..write
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There are twenty things that each one of them alone invalidates a sefer Torah, and if you do one of themthe
sefer Torah becomes like a humash among humashim with which we teach children, and it does not
have the holy status of a sefer Torah, and we don’t read from it in public. And these are them:.. 10) If
..It is written by an apikores or one of the other invalid writers
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Tefillin that were written by a [Canaanite] slave or a woman or a minor, non-Jew or Jewish mumar is pasul,
and all who are pasul to write are pasul to fix it. If an apikores writes one, it is burnt. If one is found in the



hands of a an apikores and you do not know if he wrote it or not, it is put in genizah. If it is found in the
.hands of a non-Jew, it is kosher
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A Sefer Torah written by a min (heretic) is burnt. If it's written by a non-Jew it is put in genizah. If it is
found in the hands of a non-Jew it if put in genizah and you don't read from it. But even though you do not
read from it, the community must purchase it from the non-Jew and put in genizah so he won't desecrate it.
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Rabbi Yehoshua Faulk, 16" century Poland
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And it is surprising what the Tur wrote, like what it written in the laws of tefillin, and it is forced to say that

he didn’t write it here. Rather that it is the law to burn it or put in genizah. Which is not the case with what a

woman wrote, because even if it cannot be used to fulfill the obligation, one can still study from it.. I looked
again in the Ri"'f and the Ro""sh, and they also dont include this. And one has to say that they don't hold
that way, and that they hold that this is the case only with tefillin and not Sefer Torah. Look at the teshuvah
.I wrote on this at length in good faith
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A Sefer Torah that was written by a masur, non-Jewish slave, woman, minor, kuti, or a Jewish mumar is
invalid.
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Rabbi Shabtai Cohen, 17" century Vilna
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And the Drisha wrote that from the words of the Ri"'f and the Ro""sh and the Tur it seems that it is
specifically regarding tefillin that a woman, minor or non-Jewish slave is invalid and not regarding a Sefer
.Torah. And he says that he wrote at length on this in a teshuva, and it is not proven
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Rabbi Yehuel Michel Epstein, 19"-20™ century Ashkenaz
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And one could be precise and say why would we need genizah. In fact, Rambam himself writes that there
are twenty things that make a sefer Torah invalid, and he includes there the same list of people who are
invalid to write. And there he allows to teach the children with them. And if so, why here do we need
genizah? And we must say that he means that it should be put in genizah and not read in public like a Sefer
Torah. And that is clear from the wording in the gemarah in Gittin there that genizah means the opposite of
.reading aloud in public
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Rabbi Aryeh Leib from Mintz, 18" century Russia and Germany
Summary: He brings various possible reasons why a woman might be exempt from the
mitzvah of writing a sefer Torah, such as that they are exempt from studying Torah, or
that they are not obligated in all of the mitzvoth, or that they are invalid to write tefillin.
Then he rejects each of these. In the end, he says that women are obligated (meaning, that
they need to have someone write a sefer Torah for them) but the Sefer Torah they write is
.(pasul (because of the breita in Gittin
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He points out that there are often mistakes in the Rambam’s Sefer Hamitzvot, which is
why he thinks that when he says that women are exempt from this mitzvah (because it’s a
positive time-bound mitzvah), this is a mistake. And it can’t be because of Talmud Torah
that women are exempt, because women are obligated to learn what is necessary for them
to know. But the Sefer Torah a woman writes in pasul (because of the breita) and she
can’t make corrections on a sefer Torah either. But does that mean she is exempt from
acquiring a sefer Torah for herself? Yes, since the Sefer Torah she writes is pasul, of
course she is not obligated in the mitzvah of writing or acquiring) a sefer Torah. And he
goes into issues of whether it is permissible for a woman to sell a Sefer Torah, because it
is negating the mitzvah for a man to sell his Sefer Torah. So maybe for the woman it is
degrading the mitzvah. But maybe she can do so to get married. But maybe not, because
she is not obligated in Pru Urvu. But surely one should sell a Sefer Torah to a man before



a woman, since he is obligated and she is not. But what if she is willing to pay a lot more?
.He raises interesting questions, but doesn’t come to any definite conclusions, as I can see



